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Bleximothyrium Le Renard, Upchurch, Stockey & Berbee (Fossil)

Bleximothyrium is a monotypic fossil genus having affinity with Pezizomycotina,
Dothideomycetes. The genus was found on a gymnospermous (ginkgophyte or cycad) leaf
cuticle preserved in the clays of the Lower Zone 1 of the Potomac Group in Virginia, USA
(usually dating back to early Cretaceous, 125-113 Mya) (Le Renard et al. 2021). The leaf
cuticle was colonized by 21 sporocarps of a single fungal morphotype (Le Renard et al.
2021). This genus is characterized by ostiolate scutellum of radiate, dichotomizing hyphae
(Le Renard et al. 2021). The type species, B. ostiolatum Le Renard, Upchurch, Stockey &
Berbee, has tangled hyphae at its scutellum margin (Le Renard et al. 2021). Bleximothyrium
is the oldest known fossil flyspeck fungus that occurs on plant cuticles (Le Renard et al.
2021). The genus has a radiate, ostiolate scutellum which is known only from
Dothideomycetes (Le Renard et al. 2021). The fossil belongs to Microthyriaceae
(Microthyriales, Dothideomycetes).
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